WOMEN IN CHANGING SOCIETY                                                                             82

by some. The Communists argue that economic conditions determine
the culture of the society and hence they lay stress on the nature
and ownership of the means of production at any particular stage
of society.

Spiritualists have a different conception of culture. Only that
which gives meaning and significance to life can be called culture,
Culture is not unrealated to religion. Devotion to God ennobles Man.
Aspiration for realization of the Self should not be sacrificed at the
altar of scientific advancement. Science devoid of spirituality is like
a machine without its key part. Human life ought to be intertwined
with religion and any view of culture bereft of a religious outlook is
empty and futile. Culture cannot exist without religion. In fact religion
is the outcome of culture. So run the arguments of religionists.

Our ancient 'Rishis' have clarified that "Satyam, Sivam, Sun-
daram' (Truth, Benefical aspect and Beauty) are the three qualities
which lead humanity to the highest pedestal of glory and perfection.
The Qreeks have described culture as composed of truth, beauty
and good nature. The Westerners by and large have emphasised
truth, beauty and goodness. Intolerance, egoism,-self-praise, derision
of others, ostentation, pride, ignorance and such other qualities are
signs of bad culture, if not lack of culture, according to the humanists.
Love, tolerance, affection and mutual respect are symbols of culture
as per modern thinkers. We may call these qualities as human
values. The attitude towards these human values is termed cultural
attitude by the intellectuals.

Culture means and involves mental transformation. The way
in which we view it, adopt it and proclaim it is significant. Even
a clean mirror does not serve the purpose if it is covered with smoke.
So also is the case with mental capacities and attitudes. We have
to blend our mental postures with our respect for human values. Then
only will if flower into a noble culture. Culture denotes the nature
of the man, while civilisation determines the means he adopts in the
daily course of his conduct.

Though civilisation and culture are distinct and different, they
are nonetheless interrelated. Man is a social being. The ways of
the society are different and are of two kinds. The dress of the
people, the langugae spoken, the machines they use, the transport
facilities they have, the manner in which they grow their food, the
methods of production, and their factories determine the society's
civilisation. The system of ownership of factories, private or collective
or communal, its political structure, its economic system, social mileu